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DBQ1: Immigration (continued)

Document 4

This excerpt is from John Winthrop’s 1630 sermon “A Model of Christian Charity.” Winthrop was the
leader of a large group of English Puritans. He gave this address to his followers while still on board the ship
Arabella in preparation for landing in the new colony on Massachusetts Bay. Here he speaks of what he
believed was their primary motive for settlement.

The end is to do more service to the Lord . . . that ourselves and posterity may be the better
preserved from the common corruptions of this evil world to serve the Lord and work out

our salvation under the power and purity of his holy ordinances.

According to Winthrop, why did the Puritans come to New England?

Document 5

This excerpt is from James Truslow Adams’ book The Founding of New England, published in 1919 (Little,
Brown and Company, 1921, 1949; pp. 121-122). This book won the Pulitzer Prize for history in 1922. In the
following excerpt, Adams is writing of the early migration to Massachusetts.

They came for the simple reason that they wanted to better their condition. They wanted to
be rid of the growing and incalculable exactions {oppressive demands] of government. They
wanted to own land; and it was this last motive, perhaps, which mainly had attracted those
twelve thousand persons out of sixteen thousand who swelled the population of Massachu-
setts in 1640, but were not church members. . . .

According to Adams, what was the primary motive for immigration to colonial New
England?

Does this document disprove what Winthrop said in Document 4?
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Document 1
Equiano and thousands of other Africans were forcibly brought to America as slaves.

Document 2 ,

Many people came to Pennsylvania {(and other colonies} simply to better themselves economically. Its
abundance made land cheap in America, and wages were higher than in England because of the scarcity of
labor.

Document 3

This secondary source explains that England, during the time of America’s colonization, was seeing large
numbers of poor peasants forced off the land and moving to the cities. These homeless masses became a
problem for English authorities. A selution was to send England’s poor to the American colonies. Some
students may point out that many came as indentured servants.

Document 4
Winthrop described why the Puritans came to New England: to create a Calvinist society free from the
“corruptions of this evil world.”

Document 5

This secondary source points out that many Englishmen came to colonial New England for nonreligious
reasons: for cheap land, to escape the “exactions of government” (taxes, conscription, injustices), to “better

their condition.”

Additional Information Beyond the Documents

The documents provide students with enly fragments of evidence. Answers should include relevant
information from beyond just the documents—information that students have learned from their classroom
study. The following list suggests some of the concepts, people, and events that students could include in
their essays from their oulside learning.

Native Americans Dutch in New York patroon plan
Virginia’s headright system religious persecution James Oglethorpe
Scots-Irish frontiersmen Spanish and French threats tobacco
Maryland Catholic Haven Lord Baltimore English Civil War
plantations Protestant Reformation Calvinism
enclosure movement indentured servants Roger Williams

farming, fishing, lumber, shipping Pennsylvania “Dutch” Quakers
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Sample Student Essay and Suggested Grading - B

America was a newly discovered land that attracted many European immigrants in the 1600's.
A majority of these immigrants came from England and Ireland. Many reasons contributed to this
sudden immigration. Many Europeans were looking for better economic, political, and social oppor-
tunities, and they felt and hoped that America was their dream land.

In the beginning, these dreams were easily achieved. The main reason for immigration from
England was the scarcity and expense of land in England. America was a vast territory of untamed
land which was fresh and fertile. While a small piece of land in England was impossibly expensive,
there was an abundant amount of cheap land here. Another reason for economically-related immi-
gration was the enclosure movement in England. This granted large estate owners the right to
boot out a part of the population living on their lands. This large population had nowhere else to go
so they were sent to America.

Social and political freedom alse played an important role in European immigration to America.
John Winthrop gathered his fellow religious worshipers and led them to America where they
would be free of religious persecution. In Massachusetts Winthrop and his followers established
their own Puritan society, but they would not allow religious freedom for others. Many immigrants
also settled in Pennsylvania because William Penn had promised religious freedom to all. Scots-
Irish were another group of worshipers whose religious freedom was being persecuted in North-
ern Ireland by Catholics. When they settled in America, they became farmers and began their own
communities along the frontier.

A totally different form of immigration was invéluntary. In England General James Oglethorpe
suggested that the government send a colony of debters and criminals fo Georgia to actasa
buffer between Spanish Florida and South Carolina, which was rich and valuable. Oglethorpe’s
suggestion was for the benefit of England's economy. Poor, landless peasants in overcrowded
English cities were also sent to America either voluntarily or involuntarily as indentured servants.,
The largest population of inveluntary immigrants were slaves from Africa. In early colonial Amer-
ica thousands of men, women, and children were rudely kidnapped from their families so there
would be cheap labor on American plantations. (Documents 1, 2, 3)

There was a great deal of attraction to America in the 1600s. Europeans hoped to achieve
economic, political, and social prosperity. Immigrants hoped America would be their dream land,
and to many it was.

Teacher Comments

Based on the scoring rubric, this is a good student essay—a strong 4 or a weak 5. It is well organized,
directly answers the question, and 1s well written. It uses all of the documents (though they could be cited or
alluded to more clearly) as well as relevant information from beyond the documents (enclosure movement,
Scots-Irish, Oglethorpe’s Georgia, etc.). While this is not a sophisticated analysis and discussion of colorual
mnmigration, and though there are some minor historical errors, it is a quite good student essay. It was writ-
ten by an eleventh-grader in 45 minutes.




H 82 Describe the political,

religious and economic aspects of North

American colonization including:

a. Reasons for colonization, including
religion, desire for land and economic
opportunity;

b. Key differences among the Spanish,
French and British colonies;

c. Interactions between American Indians
and European settlers, including the
agricultural and cultural exchanges,
alliances and conflicts;

d. Indentured servitude and the introduction
and institutionalization of slavery:;

¢. Early representative governments and
democratic practices that emerged,
including town meetings and colonial
asscmblies;

f. Conflicts among colonial powers for
control of North America.





